
This paper asks the question of the role of moral emotions in processes of 

transitional justice in countries emerging out of periods of violence or past 

wrongdoing. The discussion of the criteria for the moral assessment of pro-

cesses of transitional justice has recently gained momentum among political 

and legal philosophers. An equally lively emerging debate concerns the role 

of moral emotions (such as resentment, envy, anger, guilt, shame, but also 

sympathy and empathy) as a driver of people’s interactions. The philosophical 

studies of the relations between these two debates are currently quite sparse. 

This is an unfortunate lacuna because interpersonal or intergroup interac-

tions in contexts of post-conflict transition are quite apparently ridden with 

(positive and negative) emotions, whose moral significance needs further re-

search. By bringing together recent studies in the political theory of transi-

tional justice and the role of moral emotions in analytic philosophy, this paper 

contributes to developing the normative research in this field. It does so by 

investigating, in particular, the potential for a positive role of negative moral 

emotions to bring about changes in the relationships dynamics between 

the parties involved in past wrongdoing, and how institutions of transitional 

justice may elicit such potential and change. In so doing, the paper contributes 

to the studies concerning social transformation by outlining the normative 

requirements of an “interactive political morality” for transitional contexts.
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